
 

I. INTRO 
 

A. I have decided 
 

B. The process we described leads to a “I have decided” decision 
 
Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV) “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
 

C. The purpose for our beliefs 
• Your beliefs are to govern what you think, say and do 

 
D. Guard your heart 

 
Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 
II. THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMS 
 

A. You should be teaching others but … 
 
Hebrews 5:11-14 (NKJV) of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a 
babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 

B. The Fundamentals of our faith 
 
Hebrews 6:1-2 (NKJV) Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us 
go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward 
God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment.  
 

C. Baptism 
• Baptism: To immerse, dunk, dip or sink  

 
D. More than one baptism? 

 
Acts 1:5 (NLT) John baptized with water but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
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Acts 19:4-5 (NLT) Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But John himself told the 
people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus.” As soon as they heard this, they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 (NLT) Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are 
free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 
 
III. WHY? 
 

A. We’re Facebook official 
  
Mark 16:15-16 (NLT) And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone. Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will 
be condemned. 
 

B. Putting on Christ 
 
Galatians 3:26-28 (NLT) For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 
been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no longer 
Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 
Romans 6:1-5 (Message) So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? I should 
hope not! If we’ve left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? 
Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left there for good? That is what happened in baptism. When 
we went under the water, we left the old country of sin behind; when we came up out of the water, we 
entered into the new country of grace—a new life in a new land! That’s what baptism into the life of 
Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up 
out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our 
Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country. 
 

C. Our identity is found in Christ 
 
Romans 6:6-11 (Message) Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with 
Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life—no longer captive to sin’s demands! What we believe 
is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving 
resurrection. We know that when Jesus was raised from the dead it was a signal of the end of death-
as-the-end. Never again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but 
alive he brings God down to us. From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead language that 
means nothing to you; God speaks your mother tongue, and you hang on every word. You are dead to 
sin and alive to God. That’s what Jesus did. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (TLB) I have been crucified with Christ: and I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. And the real life I now have within this body is a result of my trusting in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. 
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