
 

I. INTRO/REVIEW 
 

A. Galatians/Untangled 
 
Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, 
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.  
 
Galatians 5:1 (TLB) So Christ has made us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and 
don’t get all tied up again in the chains of slavery to Jewish laws and ceremonies. 
 

B. The cancel culture 
 
Galatians 1:6-7a (NIV) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who 
called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is 
really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are 
trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.  
 
Acts 15:1 (NIV) Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you 
cannot be saved.”  
 
Legalism: The idea that something must be added to the Grace of God to either obtain 
salvation or to attain spiritual maturity 
 

C. This is the major question of the book of Galatians: 
• How do I become Godly?  

o Salvation – is it by works or grace?  
o Maturity – is it by works or grace?  

 
Galatians 2:16 (NIV) know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith 
in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will 
be justified. 
 
II. TWO GOSPELS 
 

A. Two approaches to God are illustrated by the two trees in the Garden of Eden 
 
Genesis 2:8-9 (NIV) Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there 
he put the man he had formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the 
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden 
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV) And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 (NIV) Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of 
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the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not certainly die,” the 
serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
 

B. If you DO this you’ll be like God 
 
Genesis 3:6-7 (NIV) When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together 
and made coverings for themselves. 
 

C. Do more 
• Performance-based Christianity is based on me, not what Jesus did 
• Our response to the tree of knowledge is to cover ourselves  

 
III. WHY WAS THE LAW GIVEN? 
 

A. Two ways to approach God 
 
Galatians 3:16 (NLT) God gave the promises to Abraham and his child. And notice that the 
Scripture doesn’t say “to his children,” as if it meant many descendants. Rather, it says 
“to his child”—and that, of course, means Christ.  
 
Galatians 3:17-18 (NLT) This is what I am trying to say: The agreement God made with 
Abraham could not be canceled 430 years later when God gave the law to Moses. God 
would be breaking his promise. For if the inheritance could be received by keeping the law, 
then it would not be the result of accepting God’s promise. But God graciously gave it to 
Abraham as a promise. 
 
Romans 4:3-5 (NLT) For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, and God counted 
him as righteous because of his faith.” When people work, their wages are not a gift, but 
something they have earned. But people are counted as righteous, not because of their 
work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. 
 
Galatians 3:19a (NLT) Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside the promise to 
show people their sins. But the law was designed to last only until the coming of the child 
who was promised… 
 
Galatians 3:21-22 (NLT) Is there a conflict, then, between God’s law and God’s promises? 

Absolutely not! If the law could give us new life, we could be made right with God by 
obeying it. But the Scriptures declare that we are all prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s 
promise of freedom only by believing in Jesus Christ. 
 
Gal 2:21 (NIV) I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained 
through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  
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