
 

I. INTRO 
 

A. This series is an overview of some powerful themes in the book of Galatians 
• First 15 – read the book of Galatians everyday 

 
Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 
entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 
 

B. The book of Galatians was written by the Apostle Paul 
• Apostle means “a sent one” 
• Paul would write letters of encouragement and instruction to the leaders and churches he 

established 
 

C. Untangled  
 
Galatians 5:1-3 (MSG) Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your stand! Never again let anyone 
put a harness of slavery on you. I am emphatic about this. The moment any one of you submits to 
circumcision or any other rule-keeping system, at that same moment Christ’s hard-won gift of freedom 
is squandered. I repeat my warning: The person who accepts the ways of circumcision trades all the 
advantages of the free life in Christ for the obligations of the slave life of the law. 
 
Galatians 1:1-5 (NIV) Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God 
the Father, who raised him from the dead—and all the brothers and sisters with me, To the churches in 
Galatia: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 
our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
II. THE BIG IDEA 
 

A. I’m shocked!  
 
Galatians 1:6-7 (NIV) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in 
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some 
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
 

• Another: of a different kind 
 

B. Cancel culture 
 
Acts 15:1 (NIV) Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be 
saved.”  
 

C. The issue of the Galatian church 
 
Acts 15:2-4 (NIV) This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and 
Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles 
and elders about this question. The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through 
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Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the believers 
very glad. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, 
to whom they reported everything God had done through them.  
 
Acts 15:5 (NIV) Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and 
said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”   
 

• The “church” is deciding on the requirements of membership 
 
Acts 15:6-9 (NIV) The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much discussion, Peter 
got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you 
that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not 
discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith.  
 
Acts 15:10-11 (NIV) Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that 
neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
 
Acts 15:19 (NIV) “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 
are turning to God. 
 
III. HOW DO I BECOME GODLY? 
 

A. Grace and faith vs works and legalism 
• Legalism: The idea that something must be added to the Grace of God to either obtain 

salvation or to attain spiritual maturity 
 

B. This all culminated around the topic of circumcision 
 
Galatians 3:1-3 (NLT) Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus 
Christ’s death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. Let me 
ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! 
You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. How foolish can you 
be? After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own 
human effort? 
 

• Religion – Man’s attempt to please God through our own self efforts 
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