
I. REVIEW/INTRO 
 

A. Peace and Goodwill 
 
Luke 2:13-14 (NKJV) 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 

• What is “Goodwill?” 
o A kindly feeling of approval and support 
o A benevolent interest or concern  
o The synonyms listed include compassion, goodness, kindness, consideration, friendliness, 

thoughtfulness, and decency 
 
II. A PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
 

A. The process of being blessed 
 
James 1:22-25 (NLT) 22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in 
a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the 
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will 
bless you for doing it.  
 

B. The example of the first century church 
• They met together 

 
Acts 2:42-47 (NLT) 

42 
All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, 

and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 
43 

A deep sense of awe came over 
them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 

44 
And all the believers met 

together in one place and shared everything they had. 
45 

They sold their property and possessions and 
shared the money with those in need. 

46 
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes 

for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 
47 

all the while praising 
God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those 
who were being saved.  
 

• They worshiped together 
 
Acts 2:46-47 (NLT) 

46 
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 

Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 
47 

all the while praising God and enjoying 
the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being 
saved. 
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